We invite you to experience the Cradle of
Humankind as it reveals stories of the
origins of life on our planet billions of years
ago and of the evolution of humankind over
the last few-million years. Feel the rhythm
of life in this unique place, as we take you on
a journey into an ancient landscape, making
unforgettable memories on your way. You
will be moved by this special place. Your
origins. Your way.

C R A D L E B O U T I Q U E H OT E L
& Nature Reserve

EXPLORE OUR WORLD

The Cradle of Humankind was listed by UNESCO
as a World Heritage Site in 1999, due to its
exceptional fossil record, ongoing
paleoanthropological discoveries and ancient
landscape. It is the world's richest early hominin
site. The Cradle holds many, as yet untold, stories
as it helps to inform us about millions of years of
human evolution.

A N C I E N T L A N D S C A P E . N E W D I S C OV E R I E S . U N F O RG E T TA B L E M E M O R I E S

The Cradle Boutique Hotel, situated within 8,000 hectares of spectacular nature reserve, is a
unique, luxurious destination in the heart of the Cradle of Humankind. It is the ideal location from
which to explore your origins. We offer a range of exclusive experiences for the discerning, the
adventurous and the eco-friendly tourist alike.

·
·
·
·
·

Indulge in ﬁne dining at the Cradle Restaurant.
Relax and sunbathe alongside our natural wetland pool, or enjoy a soothing spa
treatment while connecting with the tranquillity of the nature reserve.
Join a private, guided Malapa Fossil Tour and visit two world-famous fossil sites,
Gladysvale and Malapa.
Venture-out with our guides to learn more about the fauna, ﬂora and incredible history
surrounding you, while enjoying spectacular views of the Magaliesberg.
Revel in an outdoor boma-dinner around a campﬁre, all under the star-lit African sky.

Stay in our superb accommodation in the boutique hotel or in the tented camp - all nestled in the
splendour of the Cradle Nature Reserve. When the day is over, curl-up in the soothing comfort of
your bed and contemplate the special experiences you have enjoyed, in the knowledge that you
have connected with your origins in this unique environment.
When it is ﬁnally time to leave, you will be enriched and go reluctantly, knowing that you belong
here. This special place is “home” to all of humankind.

L E AV E W I T H T H E K N O W L E D G E T H AT YO U B E LO N G H E R E

DREAM . E X P L O R E . D I S C O V E R

C R A D L E B O U T I Q U E H OT E L
Our luxury hotel has 16 eco-friendly, timber and thatch rooms, raised on stilts to reduce their environmental impact, each with its own private viewing deck. The owner’s suite, constructed from local
stone with a vaulted-brick ceiling, has a large living room and two outdoor terraces, from which to enjoy the natural surroundings. All rooms are ﬁtted with air-conditioning, en-suite bathrooms and
indulgent guest amenities. Guests can also enjoy the chemical-free, natural wetland pool and exclusive outdoor spa treatments in the tranquility of the nature reserve.

C R A D L E R E S TAU R A N T
As you enter the Cradle Restaurant the
Highveld landscape that unfolds before you
will transport you back in time. It is your ﬁrst
glimpse into an ancient world, now
protected and preserved for generations to
come.
This architectural masterpiece of stone,
steel and glass seats up-to 220 guests. The
slide-away ﬂoor-to-ceiling glass doors and
wide terraces allow diners to connect with
nature and enjoy long, lazy lunches
overlooking the game-ﬁlled valley below, or
candle-lit dinners while gazing at the stars
above.
Know that this is where you belong.

EXPERIENCE OUR WORLD

TENTED CAMP
Nestled under the White Stinkwood trees, the tents in the tented camp are equipped with comfortable beds and crisp linen, a private verandah and en-suite camp
bathroom. Relax in the central camp area in the tented lounge or enjoy a meal in the dining area, while housekeeping services your private tent. Guests are able to
explore the nature reserve with a guide on foot or by safari vehicle and participate in our unique “Yesterday, today & tomorrow” conservation/education activities.

AFRICAN WILD OLIVE

OLEA AFRICANUS

AFRICAN WILD SAGE
BUDDLEJA SALVIIFOLIA

MAGALIESBURG ALOE

ALOE PEGLERAE

THE KIEPERSOL
CUSSONIA SPICATA

CRADLE EVENTS, CONFERENCING & WEDDINGS
Combine your special event with this ancient African landscape, modern facilities and world-class architectural features. We have several venues that cater for a
variety of events, including:
·

The Cradle Restaurant seating up-to 220 dining guests .

·

The Motsetse Rooms, with seating for up-to 60 conference guests, cinema-style (can be sub-divided into two rooms seating 30 each), or a
wedding party of 45.

·

The Stone Room conference centre, seating up-to 160 guests cinema-style or a wedding party of 70.

·

The Pavilion - a magniﬁcent stand-alone venue, with a variety of meeting and entertaining rooms, extensive lawns and a pool deck overlooking a
spring-fed lake (see page 11 for further details).

·

The Stone Walled & Hilltop Bomas, for those long story-telling evenings around the open ﬁre or outdoor dinners, with seating for up-to 55 and 180
guests respectively.

·

The Stinkwood Glade where you can enjoy a picturesque and tranquil outdoor gathering or wedding ceremony, next to the Motsetse stream.

T H E PAV I L I O N

The Pavilion extends our service offering to larger corporate events, private functions and exclusive weddings. This stand-alone facility,
separate from the hotel itself with its own entrance from the public road, contains a number of versatile spaces - usable as a boardroom,
conference centre and open-plan event venue, all leading onto magniﬁcent lawns and a pool deck amongst the trees. Arrange the wedding of a
lifetime in this exceptional facility where the bridal couple and their guests can enjoy the exclusivity of the entire Pavilion. The opportunities
for this venue are as endless as the horizon surrounding it.

ENDLESS HORIZONS
C R A D L E N AT U R E R E S E R V E - U N I Q U E E X P E R I E N C E S
The reserve is part of an ancient landscape that protects the largest area of high-altitude dolomitic grassland in South Africa. It is home to leopard, brown hyena,
carakul, jackal, giraffe and several species of antelope - such as the magniﬁcent eland, zebra, kudu, blue wildebeest, red hartebeest, blesbok and impala.

ROOIGRAS
THEMEDA TRIANDRA

UMBRELLA THORN ACACIA
VACHELLIA TORTILIS

M A L A PA F O S S I L TO U R S
Join us on one of our private, guided Malapa Fossil Tours, for an unforgettable journey of storytelling as you walk in the footsteps of our hominin* ancestors and learn
more about the story of human origins. You will visit two world-famous fossil sites, Gladysvale and Malapa. Gladysvale is a cave system, where you can learn about the
geological interactions that led to the Cradle of Humankind being a famed repository of hominin fossils, while Malapa is the site where Australopithecus sediba, a
nearly two-million year old extinct hominin species, closely related to our own, was discovered in 2008. View the ongoing excavations at the site, directed by National
Geographic Explorer, Professor Lee Berger, where new discoveries continue to challenge and revise views of our past.
*hominin: “species regarded as human, directly ancestral to humans, or very closely related to humans”

G A M E D R I V E S A N D N AT U R E WA L K S
Accompanied by a qualiﬁed guide, guests can either enjoy the magniﬁcent landscape and abundant wildlife in the nature reserve on game drives in an open safari
vehicle or explore nature up-close on foot, as the guide leads them through the beautiful wooded valleys and onto the open grasslands. Children are invited to join the
Cradle Explorers Club, qualifying for their Explorer's Certiﬁcate by completing a nature walk and educational experience with our trained ﬁeld guides.

M Y S T E R I E S W A I T I N G TO B E S O LV E D

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
The Cradle Nature Reserve is wholly owned by a trust that supports conservation and education, focusing on preserving and protecting the cultural,
paleoanthropological and natural heritage of this signiﬁcant part of the Cradle of Humankind World Heritage Site. The net income earned from the Cradle
Boutique Hotel and Nature Reserve are reinvested into conservation and education. The hotel and reserve support and help to fund the African Digital Education
Trust, a not-for-proﬁt trust which manages a computer based after-school English literacy and STEM (science, technology, engineering and maths) programme, as
well as National Geographic Society's “Umsuka” education programme for those working in the Cradle to promote their awareness of and appreciation for the
unique importance of preserving the Cradle of Humankind for future generations.

C
RADLE
B O U T I Q U E H OT E L
& Nature Reserve

ADDRESS
R540, Kromdraai Road,
Kromdraai
Cradle of Humankind
Gauteng
South Africa
GET IN TOUCH
www.thecradle.co.za
reservations@thecradle.co.za
+27(0)87 353 9599

